
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A consolidated Case Management system as a 
way to address remaining unmet needs.  We are 
working with AISD, the Austin Disaster Relief 
Network, City of Austin, and other organizations 
who have been supporting flood affected 
families to better coordinate care among 
professional, trained or licensed social workers 
whether they are in the city or the county. 

Volunteer Coordination – TARG will be 
organizing volunteer weekends to help residents 
with whatever they might need.  If you need 
volunteers email:  info@targetingrecovery.org  
Our goal is to have both skilled labor and 
unskilled people available for dedicated 
weekends. 

Construction/Rebuilding Support: working with 
Austin Disaster Relief Network, Christian Aid 
Ministries and the Austin Housing Repair 
Coalition which has six groups ready to help you 
rebuild. Call 512-972-Help to let us know you 
need help! 

TARG’s WORK 
 

To ensure that the needs of communities 
affected by the Halloween Floods are met, 
TARG is organizing: 

Un-Met Needs Group:  once our case management 
system has exhausted all available resources, they 
can bring your “case” to an unmet needs group 
where many of the current partners come together 
to address how to meet whatever the remaining 
unmet need may be. 
 

Donations: TARG is working with area businesses, 
national organizations, local non-profits and other 
groups to find the resources whether it be donated 
goods, appliances, construction materials or more. 
 

Fundraising:  It will take money to make our 
communities whole.  The City, County non-profits 
have provided some resources for recovery but it is 
not enough.   TARG will engage in fundraising as 
needed to get the work done.   We encourage other 
groups who are raising money, organizing benefits, 
offering grants to consider making TARG a 
beneficiary of that work. 

The Historic Onion Creek Flood 

“The recent flood had a flow rate of 120,000 
cubic feet per second – nearly twice the force 
of Niagara Falls, she said.  "It was flattening 
trees. It was moving boulders. It was pushing 
cars around like they were pieces of paper," 

Morgan said. "It was a huge volume of water. 
There was no standing up to this flood." 

At least 5 people were killed including a minister 
and a mother and her child when their car 
became caught in a raging river.  The warnings 
and response were slow to come.  Many became 
caught in the torrents while others made it onto 
their roof.  People had to be airlifted or 
evacuated by boat.   In the Bluff Springs area 
hundreds of chickens from Vital Farms were killed 
along with dozens of personal chickens, 4-8 pet 
dogs, 12-20 goats and at least 22 horses, whose 
carcasses were left hanging in trees to 
decompose by the city. The flooding closed roads 
throughout the area; took out a bridge across 
Onion Creek, knocked out power and forced 
school closures and cancellations.   

Roughly 1100 homes flooded.  There were 608 
homes destroyed or majorly affected, (138 
destroyed, 470 major -cannot live in the home).  
There were an additional 170 minor (needs 
repairs), 78 affected (mostly losses outside the 
home).  Fifty Four percent (328 residences) of 
homeowners had insurance (flood) although they 
could be under-insured and 280 residences had 
no insurance.  Many renters were also displaced. 
In addition, the Flood demolished two long-
standing churches along Bluff Springs, First 
Independent Baptist and Iglesia Buenas Nuevas. 

 

 

Volunteer Coordination – TARG will be 
organizing volunteer weekends to help residents 
with whatever they might need.  If you need 
volunteers email:  info@targetingrecovery.org  
Our goal is to have both skilled labor and 
unskilled people available for dedicated 
weekends. 

Construction/Rebuilding Support: working with 
Austin Disaster Relief Network, Christian Aid 
Ministries and the Austin Housing Repair 
Coalition which has six groups ready to help you 
rebuild. Call 512-972-Help to let us know you 
need help! 

Public Information and Education:  TARG is setting 
up communication systems to keep affected 
residents and the city updated and informed about 
the recovery effort. We are using social media, text 
alert systems, announcement lists and more. 

Advocacy and Engagement:  Working with residents 
and community groups to have the conversations 
about the future of the area and to bring their 
voices and perspectives to the city and county to 
insure their ongoing commitment and resources for 
the recovery process 

 

mailto:info@targetingrecovery.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travis Austin 

Recovery 

Group 

Targeting 

Recovery after 

the 2013 Onion 

Creek Halloween 

Floods 

The Travis Austin Recovery Group 
(TARG) exists to ensure effective and 

compassionate relief to families and 
communities impacted by the 2013 

Halloween Floods and any future 
disasters. 

This will be done by: 

 Building a robust and accountable 
partnership that includes 

representation from residents, 
faith, voluntary, and governmental 

groups who support TARG’s 
mission. 

 

 Organizing all possible resources to 
help those impacted by the 

Halloween Floods and any future 
declared disasters. 

 

 Supporting activities that promote 
TARG’s mission. 

 

 Advocating for services and 
assistance to those affected. 

DONATE TO The TARG FUND @ 
 Austin Community Foundation!  

 

TARG: Travis County Austin  
Recovery Group 
P.O Box 19707 

Austin, TX 78744 

 
 

CONTACT TARG! 

512-841-0808 

info@targetingrecovery.org 
 

www.targetingrecovery.org 

To Join TARG TEXT ALERTS 

text @Recovery to 23559 

IF YOU WERE AFFECTED BY 
THE FLOOD AND NEED HELP 

CALL 

512-972-HELP, 

512-972-4357 en Español 
___________________ 

 

TARG Coordinating Board: 

Bastrop County Long Term Recovery Team, 
Bluff Springs Road Neighborhood Association, 

Central TX VOAD, Dove Springs Advisory 
Board, Helping the Aging, Needy, and 

Disabled (HAND), Lutheran Social Services 
Disaster Response, Onion Creek Home 
Owners Association, Onion Creek Park 
Neighborhood Alliance, Onion Creek 

Plantation Neighborhood Watch, River City 
Youth Foundation, Silverstone Neighborhood 

Association, The Austin Project 
___________________ 

Emergency Alerts for phone/cell 

CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL OF 

GOVERNMENTS REGIONAL 

NOTIFICATION SYSTEM.   

http://alertregistration.com/capcog/ 
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