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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 

Travis Austin Recovery Group (TARG) is a newly formed and incorporated long term 
recovery group addressing the current and future needs of the survivors of the 
Halloween Floods of October of 2013 This report and set of requests describes the 
history of the affected neighborhoods, the present situations and uncertainties for 
the homeowners, and the steps needed for these neighbors and their 
neighborhoods to recover normal lives.  

While we focus on the neighborhoods hit hard by the floods, we also look at the 
history and future of the floodplains because with the explosive growth in Travis, 
Hayes and Williamson counties, floods will not disappear or be mitigated without 
planning. Long term planning means we need broad community leadership, 
commitment and involvement. 

 Specifically we ask for six issues to be considered carefully by all levels of 
government and the school districts:  

 
1. IMPLEMENT A DISASTER PREPAREDNESS PLAN 
 
2. FULL FUNDING IN THE 2014-2015 CITY AND COUNTY BUDGETS 
FOR VOLUNTARY BUY OUTS  
 
3. THE RIGHT TO REBUILD 
 
4. BRING HUMANITY BACK INTO THE RECOVERY EFFORT  
 
5. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
6. FUTURE PROTECTIONS FOR THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND PARKS 
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WHO IS TARG: THE TRAVIS AUSTIN RECOVERY GROUP? 
TARG is a legally incorporated, non-profit long term recovery group. Our mission is 
to ensure effective and compassionate relief for families and communities impacted 
by the 2013 Halloween Floods; and protection from future declared disasters. 

Six months have passed and few of the families have fully recovered. Painful 
emotions are still close to the surface; seemingly simple things are difficult. 
Residents and homeowners are still confused and concerned about buyouts, 
permits, insurance, elevating, rebuilding, and how the City of Austin, Travis County, 
and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will respond when the next 
flood happens. Given the trauma of the experiences, and what is at stake for the 
future of so many families and neighborhoods, anyone would be.  

TARG is committed to a systematic approach to determine who in our community 
continues to have unmet needs; and to make sure that resources are available to 
our community for a full recovery. We are committed to building the leadership and 
infrastructure necessary for a safe and healthy future for ourselves and our 
neighbors. We bring together representatives of affected neighborhoods and key 
community organizations and partners among other nonprofits, faith-based and 
voluntary groups like Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters, VOAD. 

We have a robust resident led Coordinating Board and a well-respected fiscal 
sponsor in the Austin Community Foundation. We have worked out an agreement 
among diverse groups and the city to establish a centralized case management 
system. We have licensed and professional case managers working with us 
coordinating with the city, county and AISD. The city has committed to hiring at least 
two full-time case managers which we need now. We have strong rebuilding 
resources on the ground and a good and growing volunteer operation.  

TARG, like other long term disaster groups, will work to achieve our mission and 
then leave the infrastructure in place in the event of future declared disasters for 
the purpose of a more coordinated, streamlined approach to future disaster 
response, relief and recovery. 
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THE HALLOWEEN FLOOD 
Rain began in earnest about 10 pm on Wednesday night, October 30, 2013. In the 
midst of historic drought, October had been a wet month. Soils were saturated. 
Torrential rains quickly gathered into small streams and tributaries. Water in creeks 
all over Austin: Walnut, Shoal, William, and Bull, swelled to flow beyond their banks.  

But the rain was pounding hardest southwest of Austin, over Wimberley, Kyle and 
Buda, over the vast newly-paved parking lots and buildings of South Park Meadows, 
over the watershed of Onion Creek. Flood flow in Onion Creek rose 11 feet in just 15 
minutes. The stream gauge failed around 3:00 AM in the morning as the river 
continued to rise. It finally crested at 40 feet, a level more than two feet higher than 
the previous record of 38 feet during the September 9, 1921 storm.  

Trees were flattened, fences torn out of the ground, cars pushed off the road as if 
they were just toys by the force of the moving water. In the early morning hours, as 
a wall of flood water surrounded homes and moved into the bedrooms of our 
neighborhoods, most of Austin was sleeping.  

The early warning system for the neighborhoods didn’t work. The City had no way to 
communicate directly with residents, in either English or Spanish. No way to tell 
them that, for their family’s safety, they needed to move immediately to higher 
ground. By the time they realized their danger, all possible avenues of escape were 
hidden under the dark predawn sky, obliterated by many feet of swirling, muddy, 
debris-strewn water.  

Six people died in the flood, including Rev Edward Jackson, Josephina Rodriguez and 
8 month old Jay Rodriguez when their car was swept away on her way to work, Tracy 
Ward - 51 of Lockhart, Samuel Rosson, Jr.- 26 of Canyon Lake, Cynthia McKee of 
Caldwell County, and Brian Scott Carnahan - 51 of South Austin.. 

Hundreds of people were stranded, many airlifted out of the neighborhood or 
rescued by boat. Hundreds of animals were lost: chickens, dogs, goats, and over 50 
horses were killed in the flood 

Hundreds of homes and families were displaced. Roads were closed, bridges washed 
out, power was down, and schools were closed. Two long-standing churches along 
Bluff Springs Road, First Independent Baptist Church and Iglesia Buenas Nuevas, had 
major damage. 
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The rescue effort, while slow to start, was essential with shelter, food, community 
support, dumpsters and more. A few days and weeks of attention, however, are not 
enough to heal this devastation. While many have been working hard to get their 
homes sold or repaired, the uncertainty is creating more trauma. It is time for the 
problems of the past to be resolved through concrete action by all levels of 
government today. 

Flood Affected Neighborhoods 

The first two red areas from left to right include the Onion Creek/Pinehurst and 
Wild Dunes area south of Slaughter, then Bluff Springs Road, Silverstone, Yarrabee 
Bend, Onion Creek Park and Onion Creek Plantation. Just east of the Airport is the 
Timber Creek Area in Del Valle and the lower red box outside the flood plain is 
Plover Lane.  The Pflugerville and Manchaca areas affected by the floods are not 
shown on this map.  
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The images below show some of the Initial Damage Assessments  
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REMEMBERING THE PAST 
The neighborhood history below is based on information collected by residents 
recovering from the Halloween 2013 Onion Creek floods and their allies. We have 
listened through public presentations and attended meetings. We have poured over 
maps, time-lines, and the grainy fine print of final plats. Through this process we 
have pieced together a history of flood mapping and the impacted neighborhoods’ 
development.  

Since the Halloween floods, news media and political leaders have repeated the idea 
that some neighborhoods were built before the flood dangers were known. In fact 
this is not true. Flood maps showed that the land that many of the homes were built 
upon was known to lie within the 100-year floodplain before lots were platted, 
roads laid out, and houses built. Subdivision documents filed at the Travis County 
Court House required houses on certain lots to be built to elevations higher than the 
predicted 100-year flood. That was not done. 

Later flood maps showed that even more houses lay within the100-year floodplain 
than originally predicted; and that flood waters would be as much as five feet 
deeper. Still nothing was done to protect our homes and families. 

Understanding the history of flood mapping and development in our neighborhoods 
shows that what happened was not just an act of nature. There were conscious 
decisions made by engineers and developers that put homes and families in harm’s 
way and point to a failure of government to properly regulate those actions. 

The past cannot be changed nor can lives lost be restored. Only time will heal the 
trauma of waking in beds surrounded by water; of wading through the dark with a 
child on one hip, holding a mother’s elbow with a free hand; or of waiting on 
rooftops as water swirled through living rooms; listening to neighbors’ cries for help 
and being unable to respond.  

Knowing our history allows us to establish a solid basis for righting the past injustice 
that will benefit everyone who must face the choice between a home they can 
afford, a life and a community they have known and a safe and healthy future for 
themselves and their families. 

EARLY FLOOD MAPPING 
In 1968 the Congress of the United States passed the National Flood Insurance Act 
to allow property owners to purchase insurance protection from the government 
against flood losses. In exchange for subsidizing insurance costs for existing 
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properties, communities were required to adopt new building standards to reduce 
future flood risks. This program established a national community safety standard to 
prohibit the construction of homes with a risk of flooding from a 100-year flood.  

For this program to work, communities and insurance companies needed to be able 
to predict which areas of land would be inundated by the 100-year flood. The US 
Army Corps of Engineers took advantage of newly-available computers to develop 
flood models that could make those predictions. Although the models have gotten 
fancier, the underlying mathematics developed by the Corps of Engineers in the 
1960s to predict flood depths and areas of inundation are still the most commonly 
used.  

These models have been implemented repeatedly to predict flood flows in Onion 
Creek, and the extent of flooding in the very neighborhoods that were devastated in 
the early morning hours of Halloween 2013. The first such study was completed by 
the US Army Corps of Engineers in June 1973. 

Several of the final plats show dashed lines roughly tracing the outlines of the 1973 
US Army Corps of Engineers 100-year floodplain boundaries. See, for example, 
Figures 2 and 3 to this report.  
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Figure 2 

 

Figure 3 

These plats include language like “Minimum floor slab elevations for dwellings to be 
538 feet above mean sea level which is 1 foot above the 100-year floodplain1.” And 

1 Yarrabee Bend Section 1.  
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“All finish slab elevations in this subdivision shall be 1.0 foot minimum above the 100 
year frequency flood levels. The following minimum elevations are hereby set for the 
affect lots. (42 lots listed.)2” 

Figure 4 shows contour elevations for two subdivisions with these notes. A 
comparison of ground contour elevations to the 538 feet above mean sea level 
indicates that slabs must be two feet higher than the surrounding lawn to comply 
with this plat requirement. A visual comparison of the yard levels and slabs suggests 
that this requirement was never enforced.  

 

Figure 4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2 Yarrabee Bend Section 4. 
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THIS CHART SHOWS THE RECORDED DATES FOR SUBDIVISIONS IN 
THE ONION CREEK FLOOD ZONE 

SUBDIVISION Date 
TIMBER CREEK SEC 7 08/19/1974 
ONION CREEK PLANTATIONS SEC 1 04/16/1973 
TIMBER CREEK SEC 2 07/01/1971 
YARRABEE BEND SEC 3 08/24/1977 
ONION CREEK SEC 2 07/24/1974 
ONION CREEK FOREST SEC. 4 RE-SUBDIVISION OF LOTS 1,12,13 & 14 
OF BLOCK H AND LOTS 10,11,12,13,14 & 15 OF BLOCK M 06/18/1975 
TIMBER CREEK SEC 3 01/01/1972 
YARRABEE BEND SEC 4-A 12/10/1980 
VALDES ACRES 08/25/1969 
YARRABEE BEND SEC 1 03/25/1976 
ONION CREEK FOREST SEC 4 03/11/1974 
ONION CREEK FOREST SEC 2 AMENDED 03/13/1974 
BOGGY CREEK ADDITION 03/16/1976 
SILVERSTONE PHASE 1, SEC 1 12/04/1979 
ONION CREEK, SEC 7 04/17/1986 
YARRABEE BEND SEC 4 10/12/1978 
ONION CREEK SEC 2-A 10/12/1976 
PERKINS VALLEY SEC 6 11/08/1971 
SUTHERLAND SUBDIVISION NO. 1 06/08/1964 
PERKINS VALLEY 07/09/1964 
SPRINGFIELD, SEC ONE 12/03/1985 
SPRINGFIELD SECTION FOURTEEN 10/30/1987 
ONION CREEK FOREST SEC 3 03/11/1974 
SPRINGFIELD SECTION TWELVE 10/30/1987 
TIMBER CREEK SEC 6 06/19/1972 
YARRABEE BEND SEC 2-A 06/12/1980 
YARRABEE BEND SOUTH SEC 1 05/01/1980 
PERKINS VALLEY SEC 4 10/28/1968 
PERKINS VALLEY SEC 2 01/16/1967 
TIMBER CREEK SEC 5 04/10/1972 
TIMBER CREEK SEC 4 04/10/1972 
ONION CREEK FOREST SEC 1 02/07/1973 
TIMBER CREEK SEC 1 04/12/1971 
ONION CREEK SEC 6-A 05/17/1985 
CYPRESS RIDGE SUBDIVISION 10/12/1995 
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FLOOD MAP CHANGES 
In the intervening forty years between the original Onion Creek flood maps, 
published in June of 1973, and the 2013 Halloween flood, flood flows were re-
estimated and the flood elevations along Onion Creek re-modeled several times. 
Figure 5 shows that remapping flood profiles along Onion Creek changed depths of 
flood inundation.  

The number of homes at risk changed. Numerous documents reference houses with 
living space up to 10 feet below the 100-year floodplain elevation. See Figure 6. 
From the very first flood map through the latest, however, many homes in our 
neighborhoods were identified as threatened by floods and many lives have been at 
risk.  

 

Figure 53 

3 Adapted from an Excel workbook obtained from City of Austin staff 
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Figure 6 
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ONION CREEK NEIGHBORHOODS TIMELINE 

June 1972 Timber Creek Sec 6 plat approved 

February 1973 Onion Creek Forest Section 1 plat approved 

April 1973 Onion Creek Plantations Section 1 plat approved 

June 1973 US Army Corps of Engineers flood study published 

March 1974 Onion Creek Forest Sections 2 Amended and 4 plat approved 

June 1975 Onion Creek Forest Section 4 re-subdivided 

March 1976 Yarrabee Bend Section 1 plat approved 

August 1977  Yarrabee Bend Section 3 plat approved  

June 1978  URS/Forrest and Cotton, Inc. release hydrologic and hydraulic 
analyses for the Flood Insurance Study. For Onion Creek the 
analyses appear to be based on the 1973 USACE study.  

October 1978 Yarrabee Bend Section 4 plat approved 

December 1979 Silverstone Phase 1 Sections 1 and 2 plats approved 

May 1980 Yarrabee Bend South Section 1 plat approved 

June 1980 Yarrabee Bend Section 2-a plat approved 

December 1980 Yarrabee Bend Section 4-A plat approved 

May 1981 Memorial Day Flood floods Onion Creek neighborhood homes. 
13 people die in the floods. 

1993 FIRM map produced by the City of Austin shows historic flood 
levels encompass all of the Yarrabee Bend, Onion Creek 
Forest, Onion Creek Plantations subdivisions and part of 
Silverstone Phase 1 Section 1 

July 1997 Hydrologic and hydraulic analyses for a restudy completed for 
FEMA by the USACE, Fort Worth District  
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ONION CREEK NEIGHBORHOODS TIMELINE 

September 
1997 

Loomis & Moore, Inc. Onion Creek Flood Control Study 

October 1998 Neighborhoods flood 

September 
1999 

US Army Corps of Engineers, Onion Creek/ Lower Colorado 
River basin, Texas, Reconnaissance study. 

2000 to 2006 City of Austin purchases and demolishes 45 to 55 homes 

November 
2001 

Neighborhoods flood 

December 2002 Onion Creek Interim Feasibility study Phase I by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers included a new hydrologic and hydraulic 
model. 

January 2003 Lower Colorado River Authority publishes the “Onion Creek 
Interim Feasibility Study, Phase 1 Information Paper” 
identifying 853 damageable structures in the Onion Creek 
Forest/Yarrabee Bend neighborhoods. Page 21 of the study 
says that the October 1998 and November 2001 floods 
exceeded the original 100-year base flood elevation.  

2006 US Army Corps of Engineers recommends $76 million to buy 
483 homes near Onion Creek through a federal matching grant 
(including homes already purchased by the City). Congress 
never approves funding for the project, whose costs have 
risen to $83.3 million 

2006 Austin receives $6.3 million from FEMA to purchase 118 
homes near Onion Creek. The City matches an additional $5.3 
million, including $3.2 million for relocation assistance.  

November 
2006 

Austin voters approve $28 million in bonds to fund the City’s 
portion of the US Army Corps of Engineers buyout. The city 
buys and demolishes 114 homes near Onion Creek over the 
next 3 years. 
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ONION CREEK NEIGHBORHOODS TIMELINE 

2008 Loomis Austin contracts with the City of Austin to determine 
flood control solutions for more than 800 homes located in 
the Onion Creek floodplain. A new flood frequency analysis 
and updated hydrologic model determine that the 100-year 
flow was substantially higher than originally determined. 
Detailed field and hydrologic/hydraulic reconnaissance was 
used to update the most recent US Army Corps of Engineers 
model.  

2008 to present City buys 100 more homes using local taxes. 

October 2013 A record flood damages more than 500 homes, insured losses 
are estimated at $30 million in Travis, Hays, and Caldwell 
Counties, not counting damaged vehicles. 

2014 City approves nearly $20 million to buyout 116 more homes 

February 2014 Austin’s Watershed Protection Department institutes a new 
flood warning notification system, ATXfloods Alerts! That will 
send a text, email, or voice message to those who have 
registered with the system.  

April 2014 Council Members Morrison and Martinez propose $103 
million to buy out the remaining residents within the 100-year 
flood plain and relocate all occupants to safe homes.  

May 15, 2014 Council resolution requesting full funding for buyouts 

June 26, 2014 Council consideration of $30 million for 142 homes in the 25-
year floodplain 

September 8-10 Council consideration of drainage charge increases to buyout 
either 229 homes in the 100-year floodplain for $60 million 
and/or a city-wide buyout of an additional 72 homes in the 
Williamson Creek 25-year floodplain for $78 million  

 

 

 

TARG: The Travis Austin Recovery Group Page 15 
 



 

 
COMMITTING TO RECOVERY 

The history of these neighborhoods and the flood maps and documents attached to 
this report show that the floods that occurred had been predicted for decades. This 
information demands that we plan now to make sure that the lives, homes, and 
livelihoods of hundreds of families do not continue to be placed in danger from 
future floods. A 100-year flood can happen again at any time.  

The sections below lay out some of what the families and neighborhoods need to 
fully recover and get on with life. As we move through this process, we request that 
all levels of government from the City of Austin and Travis County to the State and 
Federal Government cooperate in addressing and implementing the 
recommendations below.  

1. IMPLEMENT A DISASTER PREPAREDNESS PLAN 
In the early morning hours, as stream gauges showed quickly rising water in Onion 
Creek, none of these neighborhoods: Onion Creek South, Bluff Springs, Yarrabee 
Bend, Springdale or Timber Creek in Del Valle received any warning of the imminent 
flooding. Weather reports indicated the potential of destructive floods, threatening 
life and property, well before flooding began.  

We recognize that improvements are already in motion.  The After Action Reports by 
different departments and agencies and then overall by the City of Austin identify 
areas to improve. We are glad to see this action. To make sure that lives are never in 
the same dangerous situation again, we request that the City of Austin and Travis 
County authorize and fund the following: 

• Stream level gauges upstream of our neighborhoods with remote telemetry 
for continuous monitoring; 

• Alarms and emergency response protocols in the event of a lost stream level 
gauge signal; 

• Remotely-activated sirens to warn of impending flood conditions; 
• Text alerts to cell phones and reverse 911 calls to landlines; 
• Public safety staff and equipment dispatched to assist with evacuations 

PRIOR to flood events, particularly for elderly, children, disabled, or impaired 
residents; 

• Adequate emergency equipment, including boats and rescue equipment, 
stored at a location where it can be quickly dispatched to our neighborhoods; 

• Neighborhood training on flood and disaster readiness;  
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• Development of a viable evacuation plan through a collaboration of 
residents, school staff, and public safety staff for Travis County and the City 
of Austin; and  

• Public safety staff and equipment drills on emergency and flood response 
procedures for our neighborhoods. 

 
2. FULL FUNDING IN THE 2014-2015 CITY AND COUNTY BUDGETS 
FOR VOLUNTARY BUY OUTS  
The City of Austin and Travis County must include enough money in their 2014-2015 
budgets to offer every homeowner in the 100-year floodplain a fair buyout offer.  
We support pursuing all federal monies to help facilitate this process as quickly as 
possible. Buyouts should not be limited to homes that experienced major damage. 
The buyout process should be transparent and clear to every resident, whether or 
not they have yet received a buyout offer.  

The funding must be adequate to offer fair buyouts, with additional low-cost 
financing as necessary so that homeowners can purchase a comparable house in the 
greater Austin area. All transactions related to any buyout should be submitted to 
the home owner in writing. Every homeowner should be represented by an 
independent, certified real estate agent in the buyout transaction.   

Residents must have adequate time, at least three months, to consider any buyout 
offer. Once residents have accepted a buyout proposal, they must also have 
adequate time, at least one year, to locate alternative housing and move. Agreed 
upon closing dates should be met with minimal or no delays.  Residents should 
receive all of the buyout funds before they are required to vacate the property.  To 
mandate otherwise is to leave residents in limbo during the transition, without 
housing.  Criteria to determine buy-out offers should consider the needs of the 
people involved not just the location of their home. For example, homeowners 
should be prioritized, in receiving funds, over those who own rental properties.  
Renters must receive relocation funding if they were living in an affected structure 
at the time of the event. Current renters in homes that are bought out must also be 
supported with relocation assistance.  

 
3. THE RIGHT TO REBUILD 

Residents who choose NOT to accept the buy-out offer must have a right to rebuild 
and stay in their home under the condition that, in the event the owners decide to 
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sell their property in the future, the city will receive the first option to purchase the 
property under the same rules, regulations and requirements as described above. In 
the event that the city does not wish to purchase the property at that time, the 
owner may sell the property to an outside buyer. 

For residents who choose to rebuild, they must receive immediate information 
regarding any requirements to elevate their homes due to the “substantially 
damaged” FEMA requirements.  Permits for rebuilding must be granted without any 
written or implied contingency regarding accepting any buyout offer. We request 
that the City and County work with residents and other appropriate state or federal 
agencies to determine the best course of action for those homes that were 
substantially damaged.  

All residents without insurance or who are under-insured should be assisted in 
accessing rebuilding resources. Any residents with needs not covered by insurance 
must still get support whether through donated items to refurbish homes or 
voluntary skilled labor. One unmet need is to rebuild fences that were damaged or 
destroyed in the flood but are not covered by insurance.  We urge the city to 
support a fence rebuilding program as part of the monies allocated to the Austin 
Home Repair Coalition. Fences provide security from those who intend harm and the 
growing wildlife coming back into the area. 

4. BRING HUMANITY BACK INTO THE RECOVERY EFFORT  
Children, parents, and individuals who experienced the Halloween floods continue 
to suffer from trauma, the stress of coping with disrupted housing and family life, 
and the health effects of molds and allergies from overgrown yards and un-gutted 
houses. People in the affected neighborhoods continue to live in homes without gas 
for cooking, heating, or working plumbing. Many adjacent houses have been 
abandoned and untouched for the last six months. Because of this devastation, 
residents of the flooded neighborhoods have needs beyond those of disaster 
preparedness, home buyouts and the right to rebuild. These needs include case 
managers for trauma and health support for injuries associated with the flood 
events and living in the post-flood neighborhood.   

We urge the County Commissioners to direct the County Executive of Health and 
Human Services and Veterans Services, to commit the resources of the Family 
Support Services Division including their Social Workers.  Travis County Social 
Workers would provide case management to flood affected survivors and work with 
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the TARG Case Management group.  Family Support Services through their 7 
community centers have programs and grants that could help with aspects of 
affordable housing like utility bill assistance, rent assistance and linkage to other 
community resources.    

The City of Austin also has many programs and services that will be needed and we 
look forward to ongoing coordination with the Public Health and Human Services 
Department.   We ask that the City take immediate action to hire the two case 
managers to support the flood survivors.  

In addition, houses and lots that have been purchased by the City or County but not 
yet demolished need maintenance, regular mowing, and trash removal, including 
abandoned cars. The owners of houses that have been abandoned must be located 
to resolve disposition of the destroyed and un-gutted homes that still sit there. Until 
those owners can assume maintenance, those homes must also be maintained by 
the City.   Compassionate recovery could include cutting lawns not issuing code 
violation tickets. 

All of this has been made worse by the lack of regular and clear communication and 
coordination from the various government entities and agencies to the families and 
neighborhoods about what is going to happen.   

5. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
House prices in Austin are rapidly rising and it will be difficult or impossible for 
residents of the flooded neighborhoods to find and afford comparable housing at a 
location in or near Austin.   Public transportation is essential and a factor that must 
be taken into consideration.  The City should assist with building and/or finding 
affordable housing to accommodate relocation, including assistance with financing 
like the SBA loans offered earlier in the disaster.  

 
6. FUTURE PROTECTIONS FOR THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND PARKS 
The Onion Creek watershed upstream of the flooded neighborhoods is rapidly 
converting from rural land to suburban residential and commercial development. 
These changes mean that future floods on Onion Creek will be even larger than 
those experienced in the past.   With changes in the climate as well, we can expect 
continued extremes in weather patterns including increased drought and flooding! 
The City of Austin, Travis County, and Hays County must work together to make sure 
that every new development in the Onion Creek watershed is designed to fully 
contain increased storm water within the development. 
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The City and County must also examine engineering options to protect the 
neighborhoods until such time that the land is returned to open space or park land. 

As homes are bought out and removed, additional management of the ever-growing 
parkland area is necessary. This management must include adequate police and 
security for park users, and blocking or removing no-longer-necessary roads and 
driveways. Signs are necessary to explain park rules, regulations, and hours of 
operation.  

CONCLUSION 
The road to recovery from the Halloween 2013 Floods is a long one. 

We have inherited an injustice that has cost some people their lives and many more 
who have suffered as a result.   

For a full recovery to happen, we must achieve an unprecedented collaboration that 
at its heart includes the residents, with support from all levels of government and 
the larger community. Together, we must garner resources as quickly as we can and 
act with the compassion that the hundreds of families both need and deserve.  

Although there are many unresolved issues and concerns, we believe that your 
immediate action on those items identified in this plan will reduce the painful 
uncertainty that the community of flood survivors feels. Only then can we 
collectively make the clear choices we need to make to get us fully back on our feet.  

We respectfully ask that you join with us on our journey TOWARD A SAFE AND 
HEALTHY FUTURE.  

 
CONTACTS 

Rosa Villegas, Co-Chair, 512-775-5455 
Linda Donovan, Co-Chair, Travis County contact, 512-560-5265 
www.targetingrecovery.org, 512-841-0808 
info@targetingrecovery.org 
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